
Okehampton Station sits just a fi ve minute stroll away 
from Dartmoor National Park. The town has a wealth 
of independent shops and great places to eat - explore 
pretty Red Lion Yard, and the intriguing Victorian Arcade 
with its beautiful glassed roof and range of outlets.

Visit the Museum of Dartmoor Life, situated in a 
courtyard off West Street and picturesque Okehampton 
Castle, which sits in an elevated position above 
Okehampton’s Old Town Park Nature Reserve - offering 
some wonderful woodland walks. 

The museum is situated in a cobbled courtyard just off 
West Street, housed in a three storey former mill with a 
historic waterwheel. At the entrance of the Museum, 
you will fi nd the reception area, a gift shop, and to the 
left of the entrance is a Tourist Information Offi ce.

Inside you’ll discover displays and artefacts from the 
Bronze Age and learn about the historical industries of 
Dartmoor. Over three fl oors the fascinating history of 
life on the moor unfolds in front of you, including 
displays on Farming, Mining, and the Military.

Simmons Park is beautiful, and of course you can learn 
the history of Okehampton by taking the Town History 
Walk featured on this leafl et too! 

Okehampton Castle started life as a Motte and Bailey 
castle soon after the Norman Conquest and was 
converted into living accommodation in the 14th 
century by the Earl of Devon

You can take a free audio tour, which narrates how the 
castle was developed. In 1068 the land was owned by 
the Sheriff of Devon, Baldwin de Brionne who was a 
cousin of William the Conquerer by marriage.

Walking around the motte you will see remains of the 
11th century ditch which was originally four metres 
deep but fi lled in during the 13th century. 

Okehampton Station
The station is worth 
a visit in its own 
right. The main 
station building 
will contain a 
buffet, Dartmoor 
Information Centre 
and Dartmoor 

Railway Association Shop. In addition, there will be 
three features harking back to the days of steam - a 
heritage Southern Railway style waiting room plus 
the original ticket offi ce and entrance hall restored to 
1950s/1960s style. All opening during 2022.

On the other, non-operational side of the station, there 
is the Arthur Westlake Museum, containing artefacts 
and photos relating to the area’s railways and created 
and run by the Dartmoor Railway Association. It is open 
most Wednesdays and weekends.   

Getting to Okehampton
Okehampton is just forty minutes from Exeter on the 
Dartmoor Line, which was reopened on 20 November 
2021. Trains run hourly through much of the day, seven 
days a week.  Trains call only at Crediton.

For times, fares and to buy tickets, please visit   
GWR.com. Information about the reopening of the  
line can be found at dartmoorline.com. 

The 118 bus connects at Okehampton station with 
many trains, Mon - Sat (with some Sunday buses too).  
It serves the town centre, Lydford and Lydford Gorge, 
Brentor and Tavistock. 

Distance: 11 miles
Diffi culty: Easy to moderate
End points: Okehampton Station (Grid Ref SX 592 944)
Lydford (Grid Ref SX 516 852).

This is a truly spectacular and mostly traffi c free route 
through rural Devon.

Leaving Okehampton, you can look down on 
Okehampton Castle and enjoy wonderful views over 
the local countryside.

From Meldon Viaduct, look down at Meldon Reservoir 
and Dam where you’ll see the remains of man-made 
quarry workings that show how in places Dartmoor 
has been shaped by man’s activities over the 
centuries.

Heading towards Lydford you will cross the imposing 
viaduct of Lake with spectacular views of Dartmoor.

At Lydford, the Castle is well worth a visit, it has an 
imposing keep which was a formal gaol and the 
scene of many hangings!

You then come to the fi nish point at the impressive 
Lydford Gorge with its dramatic scenery which 
includes waterfalls and a series of whirlpools known 
as the ‘Devil’s Cauldron’. 

Welcome to 
Okehampton

Museum of 
Dartmoor Life

Okehampton Castle Walk or Cycle 
the Granite Way

Okehampton has a jewel in its crown, the beautiful 
Simmons Park, which was gifted to the town by 
Sydney Simmons in 1906 and opened to the public in 
July of 1907.

The park has a play area with adventure equipment, 
sports pitches, a bowling green and a bandstand, and 
Parkland Leisure Centre has a wide range of activities 
plus a swimming pool.

Everyone can enjoy the peace of the park, with level 
gravel paths and plenty of benches to just sit and enjoy 
the river, ponds, waterfalls and fountains

You’ll fi nd trails meandering through the woodland on 
the hill, and ever-changing seasonal displays of fl owers, 
as the team of gardeners ensure that the park is always 
at its beautiful  best for the enjoyment of visitors. 

Simmons Park

When you have fi nished your exploration of the 
castle, next door you will fi nd Okehampton Old Town 
Park Nature Reserve, where you can enjoy beautiful 
woodland walks next the East Okement River, and a 
large picnic area.

The Gateway to the moor Okehampton
FREE POCKET MAP GUIDE

visitokehampton.co.uk

This leafl et was designed and written by Visit Dartmoor, funded by Everything 
Okehampton. Printed copies were funded by Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership and 

Everything Okehampton.   

All information believed correct at time of going to print (June 22).  
No responsibility can be accepted for any errors or omissions.

Front cover photo by Tia Bryant, Visit South Devon. 
Map illustration courtesay of ©ORIG.GWROKEY22



R
O

M
A

R
KET ST

FORE ST

G
EO

R
G

E ST

C
A

S
T

LE
 R

O
A

D

MILL ROAD
PA

R
K R

O
W

N
O

RTH
FIELD

 RO
A

D

N
O

RTH
 STSCHOOL WAY

DARKEY LANE

W
E

S
T

O
K

E
M

E
N

T
R

IV
E

R

K
EM

PLE
Y

R
O

A
D

EAST S TREET

S
T

A
T

IO
N

R
O

A
D

R
O

A
D

CHURCH STREET

RANELAG
H

RO
AD

N
E

W

M
ILL

R
O

A
D

ASH
LEY

RO
AD

VI
C

A
R

A
G

E
R

O
A

D

CHUR C H ME ADO

W

OAKLANDS P ARK

GLENDALE ROAD

CHURCH PATH

FOOTPATH
THROUGH PARK

FOOTPATH TO THE TOWN 
VIA TRAMLINES & 

FATHERFORD VIADUCT

THE GRANITE WAY

FOOTPATH TO CASTLE

W
O

N
N

A
C

O
TT RO

A
D

T
E

E
R

T
S

AI
R

O
T

CI
V

EXETER RD

F
A

R
VIEW

RO
AD

COURTENAY ROAD

N
O

R
TH

 R
O

A
D

Okehampton
College

Leisure 
Centre

B
A

R
T

O
N

S
T

R
E

E
T

SIMMONS W
AY

C
HURC

H
AVE

O
KEM

ENT
RIV

ER

EAST
O

K

EM
ENT

RIVER

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

M

Simmons 
Park

Simmons 
Park

ST
 J

A
M

ES
 S

TV
IC

TO
R

IA
N

 

A
R

C
A

D
E

(p
ed

estrian)

RED LION YARD
SHOPPING VILLAGE

(pedestrian)

i

TO THE MOOR
10 MINUTE WALK

TO THE MOOR
10 MINUTE WALK

Castle

W
E

S

P

M

i

3

2

7

1

8

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J
K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

9

10

11

11

10


